Dermott O’Tool Memorial Librarian Report
July 2025

We had a great month at the library. Thanks to involved patrons and volunteers
our library flourishes.

Special thanks to our July Volunteers: Beth, Dave and Anke, Diane, Bella, Lisa,
Anne, Mary Claire, Margie, Linda, Jane, JT and more!

Our Summer Reading Program is in full swing! See Ebbtides or visit

the library for full list of dates and instructions. We continue our Tuesday story
hours throughout August. We have two more Saturday Fun Days for children in
the month of August. Our final fun day is August 23rd (Saturday) from 3-4PM at
the bakery. There will be reading prizes for ALL children who attend and special
prizes for those with completed reading logs, games, refreshments and art
projects.

Cleaning We have regular cleaning procedures in place and plans in motion
for more in depth cleaning throughout the year.

Electronic Update We plan to get rid of technology items no longer in use in
the library and "just taking up space" in accordance with city process for this.
JT has been a great help with keeping our computer running well. There are no
hiccups (yet) with Starlink despite a concerning email from our Juneau provider
this month notifying us of a probably interruption. This interruption did not
occur. We continue to recruit community members with science backgrounds to
offer an event with our new smart screen microscope.

Safety First for all Tenakee patrons is important.Volunteers have been
instructed not to leave the window open while children are in the library as this
presents a risk for children climbing on the chairs and windows beside the desk
and falling out of the window.

Community involvement. Volunteer recruitment is ongoing. Delegation of
library management tasks is also an ongoing effort. Involved volunteers are
generous with their time and a great help to our patrons. Volunteers for the
Tuesday story time have been appreciated by children and parents this
summer.



Book Displays. We have put up a new book display for August. Thanks as
always to Anne, Lisa and Pete for their tireless efforts to keep our new books
available through cataloguing, labeling and covering them.

Please reach out to join volunteers and library organizing

at domltke @gmail.com or text Ruth at 309.310.8572. Also, you can reach out
with ideas for additions to our library, book and DVD order requests. We also
appreciate the notes of special thanks to helpful volunteers!

Snapshot Toward Next Month:

Working to fill August Volunteer Schedule.
Ordering DVDs when new funding comes through or perhaps sooner.

Planning more adult events for summer. Summer is a busy season and we WOULD like to offer some adult events.
Hosts and volunteers are encouraged to email domltke@gmail.com if they have ideas or availability to host.

Financials are up to date. Julie has a couple questions and will resolve these mid
month with Ruth.
6. We are planning orientation to the website platform with James in Haines and all
volunteers interested in assisting with website management.
7. Developing Alaska Digital Library access and other online resources. Plan to
promote Author Talks and OWL events again.
8. ILL is BACK! Bella continues to express interest and train as available.
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9. An update has been provided to volunteers with volunteer shift routine tasks,
projects they are welcome to join and encouragement to promote library
events such as the Summer Reading Challenge. We love our volunteers!

10. July 4th Mary Claire wore a Summer Reading Challenge promotional tshirt and
handed out stickers and book marks.

11. Library Volunteer Chat group on phone working to help fill volunteer holes. Will
start sending monthly volunteer update email as well. Please let Ruth know if
you'd like to be in chat or on email list.

12. Lisa is tallying daily sheets. We plan to move to a computer table for this to avoid
the grunt work of tallying sheets monthly.

13. OWL funding application is being completed.
14. Payment to Alaska Digital Library is being processed.

15. Our Qustodia filtering system is working and daily report emails are received. No
activity detected.
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16 .ILL is back in swing. Patrons are being encouraged to submit requests via email to
simplify our ILL system and speed up processing of requests.

17. Our desk space is larger and space has also been opened in the main library area.
Please let Ruth know if you have suggestions for aesthetics and accessibility
in the library.

18. We continue to plan for a bathroom upgrade.

19. Have a great summer and visit us at YOUR library!

Thank you.



